Lilly Oncology on Canvas FAQs
Here are some of the most common questions about the exciting changes taking place with
Lilly Oncology on Canvas (LOOC).

How exactly is LOOC changing?
LOOC is evolving to champion creative expression and the benefits it may provide for people affected by
cancer. We will continue to give members of the cancer community an opportunity to connect with countless
others and share their journeys through art and narrative.
We are also moving to a more convenient online submission process, and expanding our range by adding
music and poetry to our existing categories of art and photography. As we continue to evolve, we will be
exploring ways we can support art therapists and art therapy, a discipline combining knowledge of art with
human development, psychology, and professional counseling.

Does this mean LOOC is going away?
LOOC is here to stay. We remain committed to our mission of giving those affected by cancer an outlet to
share their cancer journey through creative expression.

Why are you making these changes?
You inspired us to do more.
Since LOOC began in 2004, we have witnessed the impact of LOOC and the many ways in which
participants used their art to connect with the larger community. We want to bring that opportunity to
more people affected by cancer.
To accomplish this, we are moving toward a more inclusive structure and a more convenient
submission process.

Why do we support art therapy?
We believe in the important work art therapists do.
The impact of creative expression on people touched by cancer is just now being fully appreciated.
In 2013, the Journal of the American Medical Association Internal Medicine published a review of studies
of more than 1500 people living with cancer that concluded art therapy has the potential to alleviate
symptoms of pain, anxiety, and depression and improve overall quality of life.1 View article.
While LOOC is not an art therapy program, we believe our focus on creating art and telling a story about
it may be useful to art therapists in a number of ways. We look forward to partnering with them to
explore additional ways in which LOOC can support their profession.
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How can I get involved?
Here are some suggestions for how you can get involved with LOOC and/or support the art therapy movement:
• Create and submit artwork that shares how
cancer has impacted your life

•V
 olunteer at or otherwise support an established
local art therapy program

• Encourage other people to participate in LOOC

•A
 fter submission to LOOC, donate your artwork to
a local organization that can sell or auction it to
raise funds to support art therapy

• Organize or host an exhibit in your
local community
• Organize a local art therapy program

Has the submission process for LOOC changed? How?
To make submitting easier, we have moved to an online submission process. You will no longer have to
send us the actual artwork. Visual arts can be scanned or submitted using a digital photograph. Music
can be submitted as an audio file. Poetry can be submitted as a PDF or as an audio file. All work will still
need to be accompanied by a narrative.
Specific details will be available online at LillyOncologyonCanvas.com. Or join us today on social media
and stay up to date on what’s to come, read stories of inspiration, and more.

Once I share my art, how will it support art therapy and the broader
community?
Once your art becomes part of LOOC, it may be used to support art therapy in a number of ways.
It might be:
• Posted in the LOOC online art galleries and
social media so that it can be a source of
inspiration for others

•U
 sed to create art therapy tools and
materials that help develop/support local
art therapy programs

• Included in a digital publication featuring all
the works presented in a given time period or
for a special event

• Employed in partnership with other sponsors
of art therapy programs to spread the word
about or support the art therapy movement

• Showcased in exhibits at hospitals, healthcare
offices, and other institutions that reach out to
the community
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Will there still be an educational art book featuring art submitted to LOOC?
Yes, but it is evolving along with the program. It may take several forms, including:
• Printed pieces used to support art therapy

• These changes will be taking place throughout
2016. Stay in touch through social media or visit
LillyOncologyonCanvas.com for updates

– Training tools for presenters and facilitators
– Art therapy materials for participants
• A digital publication that showcases the art and
narratives of people affected by cancer and offers
hope and inspiration

How do I submit my art?
Our new online submission process will allow artwork to be submitted throughout the year for sharing
with others through online galleries, exhibits, social media, and art therapy tools and materials.
For full details on how to submit your work, including the Official Submission Program Terms,
visit LillyOncologyonCanvas.com. The new submission process, as well as other changes and updates
to LOOC, will be available at LillyOncologyonCanvas.com.

When can I submit my artwork?
Now that our new online submission process has been implemented, there will be no deadlines for
submission to LOOC. You will be able to submit your work when you feel it is ready to share. You will also
be able to submit more than one piece throughout the year. Still, if you are planning to submit a piece at
any time, the best time to start planning is now.
There also may be special events with submission deadlines in the future. If there are, we will spread
the word through social media and at LillyOncologyonCanvas.com.

Will there still be community events, such as Hope Murals?
When we sponsored Hope Murals, the program received strong support from local communities. We will
be proactively reaching out to art therapy organizations and may help sponsor community events similar
in spirit by partnering with local advocacy groups in the future.
Information about these events will be shared through social media and at LillyOncologyonCanvas.com.

What are you doing with the art previously submitted to LOOC?
Artwork from previous years will continue to be featured in online galleries as well as on future art
therapy materials. We may also share some of the art with advocacy partners who may use it for
fundraising to provide support to people with cancer.
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How can I organize an art therapy program in my community?
There are several ways to get involved with art therapy in your community. Here are a few suggestions
to get you started:
• Join the LOOC community through social media to learn more about what others are doing
• Get involved with a local art therapy or advocacy group
• Contact us at 1-800-LillyRx (1-800-545-5979), or email artdirector@lilly.com

How can I get more information?
If you have additional questions or need more information, please call 1-800-LillyRx (1-800-545-5979),
or email artdirector@lilly.com.
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